
FACT SHEET
No. 18

LEOPARD Cl - MAIN BATTLE'[ANK

ThcCl is Lhc Canad ian Forces versionof lheGeflnandesigncdand
manulaclured Leopard I nrain battle lank. Following a ninc yc,tr
dcvelopmentcycle, ihe f i rstLeopard I  producrionunitwasdcl ivcrcd
1o lhe German Army in 1965. Leopard I was also sufplied to a
numbcr ofallied couniries wilh production al bolh Krauss-Maflci
and Krupp Mak running unl i l lheearly 1980s In a116,526 vchiclcs
werep.oduced includingrccovcry, armoured engineer, bridgelayefi
drivcr training and anli aircrafl variants.

Inc ludcd in th is  l igur€ are rnore lhan 900 vchic lcs mrdc undcr l iccrcc
by Oto Mclara in Ilaly tbr lhc Ilalian A|my. Thc Leopard C I is !
modi l ied vers ion of  thc lA3 modcl  f i t lcd wi lh  lhe Belg ian SABCA
compulcdscd firc-conlrol syslem. The Canadian ordcr cor.friscd
I I 4 MBTs (gu n lanks), s ix b ridgclaycrs and cight armoured fecovcfy
\ 'ch ic lcs.  Thc f i rs t  o f  these vchic lcs was dcl ivered in  June 1978
Subsequcnt ly  the Canadian Army ofdered n inc cnginccr  vchic lcs

and three addi t ional  br idgclaye rs .  Al l  o i lhcse vehic les are cunenl ly

Res€arch: L.P. Browning and Ian Reid. Edit€d by Jack Howett
Fr€nch Translation by Marie-Franc€ Lagard€
Photo Credits: Krauss.Maff€i and Krupp-Mak

Published bv the Friends ofthe Canadian War Museum



The l,eopard C I hull and turret arc ofwelded ste€l construction.
The turret armour is spaced for increased protcction. The
iniernaliayout is conventional with thedriver seated in front
on the r ight, In the tunel thccommandcrand thegunnerar€
sealed on the right with the loader on the lefl. The main
armament is the British 105-mm L7A3 rifled lank gun. This
gun can fire all thc standa.d 105-mm tank ammunitlon
man!faclurcd in Canada, France. Germany, lsrael, the UK
and lhe USA. A 7.62-mm machine gun is mounted coaxial ly
with the main armament and a second 7.62 machinc gun is
mounlcd atcilhcr (he commander's or the loader's halch tbr
anti-aircraft defence.

TficNuclcar,Biological,Chemical (NBC)proleclivesyslem
i. .  in ' lJ l led in Ihc fronr uf lhc hul l  and pruJuce. an air  o!er-
pressurc in the crew €ompartment. In nonnal use lhis provides
thecrewwilh liesh air and in lhc NBC modc fil1crs chcmical
and biological agcn ts aswellas radioacliveparticles from the
air supply. Standard equipment includcs an automatic iire
ex iinguish ing syslcm, heater, hullescape hatch andinfra-red
rellection suppr€ssing dcconlaminalion painl.

Thc cnginc comparlment at the rear is separated from thc
crew by a lire-proofbulkh€ad. Thc complctc powcr pack of
engine, transmission and cool ing syslcm is provided with
quickdisconnccl coupl ings toal low f lc ld replacement within
20 rninutcs, Thc transmission has fbur lbrward and lwo
rcvcrsc gcars as wcll as a torquc convc(er and a lock-up

Thc running gear consists ol a rcar drivc sprcckct, a liont
idlcr, scven dualfoad wheels and lburlrack rcturn whccls for
eachlrack. Hydraulic shock absorhcrs arc prc vided al fiveof
thc sclcn road whccl starions, The Diehl track are supplicd
wilh rubber-bushcd (rack pins and rubbcrizcd irack pads.

TECHNICAL DATA
Commander, Gunner, Loadcr, D vcrCrew:

Weighls: Combat loadcd 42400 KG (47 ron!)
,10.100 KC (44 rons)

Length:

width:

Height:

Rang€:

Msx. Road Speed:

Max. ReY€rse Sp€edi

Cround Cleersnce:

Engine:

Max. Trench Crossing:

Climbing Ability:

Max. Crsdi€nt:

Main Armament:

G u n  I n r w a r d  ( 1 2  o ' c l o c k )  9 . 5 1 M

Gun ovcr rear (6 o'c lock) 8. l7 M

3 . 3 7  M

Turret Top ( less anrcnna) 2.62 M
apprlrx i 6m KM

62 KPH
. 24 KPH

.I4 CM

MTU V l0 Mult i  iuel  cngine
prcducing 830 BHP

3 M
(vcrl ical  srcp) Ll5 M

6O9o

Bri l ish I-7A3 105-mnr (stahi l izcd wi lh thcf lnal
jackcl)

Number ofrounds for main armamcntr 55

2x7.62 machine guns (One coaxial  wi lh nrain
gun, thc othcr on hatch lor ant i -aircral t  usc)

8x76-mm grcnadc launchcf barrcls nrounlcd 4

on cach sidc of lurrct, pcmonal wcapons and
varioussmokeand HE grenadcsin turelstorage,

Other Armam€ntl


